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REPORT 

 OF  


THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mitford:— 

In  compliance  with  law,  the  Board  of  Education  herewith 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  March  i,  1878. 

There  must  necessarily  be  much  sameness  in  the  report  of 
our  schools  from  year  to  year,  as,  with  the  uniformity  of  plan 
observed  throughout  the  town,  their  essential  features  do  not 
change,  and  we  find  the  same  topics  again  and  again  recurring 
for  consideration. 

We  shall  claim  one  virtue  for  our  report —that  of  brevity— 
we  have  no  learned  discussion  to  enter  upon,  and  no  pet  theo- 
ries to  advocate. 

We  have  endeavored  to  keep  in  mind  the  interests  of  all 
parts  of  the  town,  to  use  the  means  at  our  disposal  impartially, 
to  look  carefully  after  the  management  of  the  schools,  and  to 
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arrange  that  the  studies  pursued  should  be  such  as  would  pro- 
mote the  highest  good  of  all  the  pupils. 

Every  thoughtful  person  must  admit  the  importance  and 
advantage  of  our  common  school  system.  The  stability  of  our 
government,  its  eminence  and  success,  rest  upon  the  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  of  its  subjects,  The  better  educated  the 
people  the  more  virtuous  their  character. 

Every  day  is  showing  more  clearly  to  what  an  extent  our 
advancement  as  a  nation  is  hindered  by  ignorance  and  vice  ; 
the  logic  of  passing  events  is  proving  that  if  we  would  have 
wiser  and  abetter  laws,  if  we  would  have  more  perfect  protec- 
tion of  civil  and  political  rights,  if  we  would  have  our  schemes 
of  reform  carried  forward  to  completion,  if  we  would  witness 
continued  progress  in  the  arts  and  sciences  in  which  we  have 
already  gained  renown,  we  must  give  to  the  next  generation  a 
more  extended  enlightenment,  a  more  liberal  culture,  a  wider 
outlook  than  we  have  had. 

Much  as  we  may  value  our  Academies  and  Colleges  in  this 
country,  they  can  never  take  the  place  of  our  common  schools  ; 
can  never  exert  so  wide  or  so  powerful  an  influence  on  the 
masses  of  the  people. 

We  believe  that  the  school  system  of  this  town  is  excellent; 
but  to  say  that  its  efficiency  cannot  and  will  not  be  greatly 
increased  and  its  present  defects  remedied,  is  to  say  that  man 
is  incapable  of  progress,  and  confines  human  ingenuity  to  very 
narrow  limits. 

Let  teachers  learn  the  art  of  inspiring  their  pupils  with  life 
and  energy,  interesting  the  stupid  and  the  indifferent,  and 
making  their  instruction  clear  and  attractive ;  let  parents  watch 
closely  the  deportment  of  their  children,  and  try  their  attain- 
ments by  severe  tests  ;  let  the  whole  community  be  aroused  to 
the  fact  that  upon  our  common  school  system,  more  than 
upon  anything  else,  depends  the  safety  and  security  of^mr 
republic ;  then,  that  system  would  soon  rest  upon  a  firmer 
basis  than  ever  before,  and  its  blessed  effects  would  be  more 
deeply  felt  in  every  home  and  in  every  heart. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL 


The  school  has  been  in  charge  of 

S.  J.  BLANPIED,  Principal 
IRENE  S.  WARDWELL,  Assistant. 
There  were  nine  members  of  the  graduating  class,  all  in  the 
English  course. 

The  Graduating  Exercises  occurred  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Friday  evening.  June  2 2,"  187 7. 

PROGRAMME. 
PRAYER. 

Music. 

Salutatory,  .  ,  .     Heroism  in  every  day  life. 

ANNIE  S.  LEWIS. 
Declamation,       .  All  but  lost. 

GEORGE  E.  LOVEJOY, 
Oration,  ....       The  Great  West. 

HARRY  L.  EMERSON. 
MUSIC. 

Recitation,  .  4  .  .    The  Burning  Ship. 

IDA  L.  KING. 

Oration,   .....       Wendell  Phillips. 

FRED  W.  LOVEJOY. 
Declamation,      .....  Wounded. 
GEORGE  A.  ABBOTT. 
MUSIC. 

Essay,    ....  Schools  and  Learning. 

LILLA  J.  PEABODY. 
Oration,  j  .  .       How  it  began,  and  how  it  ended. 

EDWARD  H.  BROWN. 
MUSIC. 
Farewell  address^to  the  class, 

NELLIE  C.  FITCH,  Class  of  '78. 
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Valedictory,       .  .  .  Wonders  of  Astronomy. 

JOHN  C.  HUTCHINSON. 
MUSIC. 

Presenting  Diplomas. 

BENEDICTION. 
Class  Motto:    "Mehr  Licht." 
GRADUATES . 
Ida  Lora  King,  Annie  Stella  Lewis,  Lilla  Josephine  Peabody, 
Geo.  Anson  Abbott,  Edward  Henry  Brown,  Harry  Leon  Em- 
erson, John  Curtis  Hutchinson,  Fred  Wendell  Lovejoy,  George 
Edward  Lovejoy. 

The  school  has  been  larger  in  numbers  than  for  several  years 
past,  and  commendable  progress  has  been  made  throughout 
the  year. 

The  teachers  have  labored  to  elevate  the  tone  and  scholar- 
ship of  the  school,  and  these  efforts  in  most  cases  have  been 
responded  to  by  the  scholars. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spring  term  thirty-two  applied  for  admis- 
sion to  the  school.  An  entire  day  was  devoted  to  a  written 
examination,  sixty  per  cent,  being  required  for  admission. 
Sixteen  obtained  the  required  amount ;  nine  obtaining  above 
fifty  per  cent,  were  admitted  ufton  condition  thaf  they  ,kept*up 
their  rank  with  the  class. 

In  order  to  best  improve  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
High  School,  scholars  should  be  well  qualified  to  enter  it,  by  a 
careful  preparation  in  the  elementary  studies. 

This  school  is  the  center  of  interest  which  the  scholars  below 
are  striving  earnestly  to  reach,  and  if  thorough  and  accurate 
scholarship  is  demanded  for  admission,  the  character  and  stand- 
ard of  these  lower  schools  is  thereby  elevated. 

While  the  Board  have  the  right  to  decide  as  to  the  course 
of  study  pursued  in  the  High  School,  and  while  they  feel  that 
it  is  desirable,  where  scholars  can,  to  take  a  full  course,  they 
never  insist  that  pupils  shall  enter  upon  the  classical  course, 
but  leave  this  for  parents  and  friends  to  decide. 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 


Clara  E.  Crosby,  Principal,  .  ..  -  East  Grammar. 
Eliza  A.  Thomas,       "     ,      •       •       •      West  Grammar. 

It  is  in  these  schools  that  a  large  number  of  our  scholars  fin- 
ish their  school  attendance.  Of  course  these  scholars  cannot 
be  made  savans  and  philosophers,  but  they  can  be  provided 
with  an  education  which  will  enable  them  to  become  intelli- 
gent and  useful  citizens.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to 
make  these  schools  meet  the  wants  of  this  class. 

In  the  Grammar  Schools,  children  have  reached  an  age  where 
dislike  of  effort  becomes  especially  manifest,  and  this,  strength- 
ened as  it  is  in  many  cases  by  laxity  of  discipline  and  mis- 
guided affection  at  home,  renders  the  task  of  the  teacher  diffi- 
cult indeed. 

Very  faithful  work  has  been  done  in  these  schools  during 
the  year  and  its  result  has  been  noticeable  in  the  thorough 
knowledge  and  ability  shown  by  the  scholars  to  think  for  them- 
selves in  both  public  and  written  examinations. 

The  system  of  written  examinations  for  promotion  from  class 
to  class,  and  from  Grammar  to  High  School,  which  has  been 
in  operation  now  for  three  years,  has  proved  very  effective  in 
gaining  an  increased  studiousness  and  a  firmer  determination 
to  succeed. 

The  fact  of  graded  schools  carries  with  it  the  necessity  of 
classification,  and  as  well  the  necessity  of  some  standard  by 
which  attainments  shall  be  measured. 

Experience  has  proved  here,  as  elsewhere,  that  promotion 
of  classes  or  pupils,  based  solely  upon  the  recommendation  of 
teachers,  is  unwise  and  subversive  of  wholesome  classification 
and  thorough  instruction.  The  marking  of  daily  recitations 
cannot  be  relied  upon  as  a  sure  guide.  A  scholar  may  mem- 
orize the  words  without  mastering  the  thought,  and  thus  be 
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able  to  make  a  fine  recitation,  whereas  a  week  later  he  may 
know  nothing  of  the  subject. 

Our  regulations  require  a  written  examination  at  the  close 
of  each  month  upon  the  month's  work.  These  papers  are  care- 
fully scanned  by  the  teacher  and  one  or  two  members  of 
the  Board,  and  from  them  they  are  enabled  to  judge  quite 
accurately  of  the  progress  and  attainments  of  the  pupil. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


Lizzie  R.  Anderson,  Principal,  .  .    -First  Primary 

Alice  C.  Gray,  "      .  .  .  Second  Primary. 

Josie  M.  Stevens,  "      .  ,  West  Primary 

These  schools  have  been  under  the  charge  of  the  same 
teachers  during  the  year,  and  the  results  of  their  labor  have 
been  highly  gratifying,  ^ 

Good  teaching  in  these  schools  tends  to  make  the  subse- 
quent efforts  of  pupils  and  teachers  in  the  grammar  schools 
pleasant  and  profitable.  If  scholars  are  trained  in  their  first 
years  of  school  life  to  habits  of  obedience,  thoroughness 
and  accuracy,  a  foundation  is  laid  upon  which  to  build  with 
credit  and  honor. 
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UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 


Ella  S.  Burnham,  Principal        .           h          m  North. 

Ermina  E.  Holt,                      .          .           ,  Pine  Valley. 

Mary  A.  Follansbee,     "           ,  "  44 

Mary  L.Kimball,       44             m  Howard. 

Sarah  F.  Burnham,  "... 

Lizzie  L.  Knights,       "           >           t  u 

Alice  D.  Hutchinson,  "           m          m  Shedd. 

Nellie  C.  Bates,  "... 

Carra  A.  Crosby,        "...  Osgood. 

Mary  E.  Coburn,       "  ,  .  Duncklee  Hill. 

Clara  L.  Bennett,       44            %                     >  Abbott. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  discipline]  and  progress  of  these 
schools  has  been  satisfactory. 

Satisfactory  progress  is  somewhat  difficult  to  secure,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  studies  that  must  be  taught,  and  the 
consequent  multiplicity  of  classes,  and  the  short  time  allotted 
to  each  one. 
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GENERAL.  REMARKS. 


The  failure  of  our  schools  to  produce  the  full  results  expect- 
ed of  them,  is  not  infrequently  attributed  to  some  want  of  sys- 
tem, ability,  or  energy  in  their  management. 

But,  admitting  that  even  with  the  care  used  in  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers,  this  may  sometimes  be  true —your  committee 
are  satisfied  that  in  Pthe  majority  of  cases,  the  complaint  is 
unjust,  and  the  defect  must  be  sought  elsewhere. 

The  fault  lies  mainly,  we  believe,  in  the  parents  and  schol- 
ars, and  in  a  deficient  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  edu- 


cation. 


We  quote  on  this  point  from  a  former  report,— "To  make  a 
successful  school  requires  at  least  three  co-operating  parties- 
a  competent  teacher,  faithful  pupils,  and  a  sustaining  home 
influence.    In  its  place,  the  latter  is  as  indispensable  as  either. 

Nothing  demoralizes  a  scholar  more  rapidly  and  thoroughly 
than  to  find  the  home  sympathies  running  with  him  against  the 
teacher.  If  a  boy  or  girl  can  take  home  an  appeal  from  the 
teacher's  authority,  and  have  it  readily  affirmed-can  secure 
the  parent's  feelings  and  voice  in  condemnation  or  censure  of 
the  discipline  of  the  school,  all  the  value  of  that  school  to  such 
pupils  is  destroyed.  Teachers  sometimes  tell  us  that  they 
meet-the  chief  difficulty  to  success  outside  the  school  house. 
We  can  easily  believe  the  statement.  Their  methods  are  sharp- 
ly criticised  in  the  presence  of  the  children  whom  they  instruct. 
Their  competency  to  fill  their  position  is  doubted  or  denied  by 
those  who  may  have  taken  little  pains  to  examine  the  subject. 
It  is  a  grievous  mental  and  moral  injury  for  a  youth  to  get  set 
against  school  life,  work  and  obedience,  as  something  to 
be  despised  and  hated.  Of  all  places  in  the  world,  that  injury 
should  not  be  inflicted  in  the  home  circle." 
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Great  care  has  been  exercised  during  the  year  that  the 
expenses  should  not  exceed  the  appropriation.  Only  such 
repairs  as  were  absolutely  necessary  have  been  made. 

In  the  report  of  1877  some  needed  changes  and  improve- 
ments were  set  before  you.  The  lapse  of  a  year  has  but  added 
imperativeness  to  these  needs.  Some  alteration,  so  as  to 
enlarge  the  school-room,  and  the  providing  of  new  furniture, 
are  very  much  needed  at  the  Abbott  school  house.  (The  town 
has  never  expended  anything  upon  this  house.)  The  fences 
around  the  grounds  of  the  High  and  West  schools,  also  the  one 
at  the  North,  need  some  repairs. 

There  is  an  urgent  demand  for  more  roomy  desks  and  chairs 
for  the  Primary  room  in  the  "Old  Brick".  These  improve- 
ments we  again  recommend  to  your  attention,  and  to  meet  the 
necessary  expense  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the  appropri- 
ation of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars.  We  also  make,  the 
suggestion  that  it  might  be  a  matter  of  economy  for  the  town 
to  make  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  especial  purpose 
of  painting  some  of  the  school  houses.  Several  stand  in  great 
need  of  a  coat  of  fresh  paint. 


ROLL  OF  HIGHEST  HONOR 


Names  of  pupils  present  every  half  day  of  the  year  without 
being  tardy.    High  School  scholars  not  included. 


John  M.  Bobilee 
Caroline  Garrity 
Estella  F.  Heald 
Myrtie  A.  Parker 
Chester  A.  Sawyer 


Willie  J.  Hollohan     Bertha  Wilson 
Minnie  B.  Spaulding  Carrie  E.  Wilson 
Frank  H.  Heald       Chester  V.  Carleton 
May  R.  Hartshorn    Elsie  M.  Carleton 
Mary  T.  Finerty       Mary  R.  Easton 


Grace  B.  Hutchinson  Helen  S.  Jordan       Eugene  W.  Trask 


12 


Names  of  those  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  two  terms. 


Hattie  F.  Burnham 
Gracie  Hutchinson 
Eva  Hutchinson 
Frank  Guild 
Eddie,  Heald 
Jerry  Donovan 
George  Johnson 
Blanche  L.  Amsden 
Eugene  A.  Button 
Fred  E.  G.  French 
Frank  R.  Hood 
Fred  E.  Wilkins 
Sadie  Howard 
Carrie  E.  Cole 
Clarence  H.  Wilson 
Lizzie  E.  Hinnegan 


Walter  C.  Sears 
Carrie  P.  Donovan 
Joseph  W.  Finerty 
Leda  Bishop 
Mary  A.  Keeley 
Nellie  A.  Hollohan 
Maud  L.  Emerson 
Emma  G.  Stearns 
Cornelius  Casey 
Jerry  Casey. 
Lena  H.  Chase. 
Alice  L.  Gilson. 
Carrie  K.  Fuller. 
Arthur  W.  French. 
Lillie  J.  Melendy. 
Willis  Hutchinson. 


Minnie  F.  Emerson. 
Mattie  Lynch. 
Kenneth  B.  Emerson 
Cora  B.  Peabody. 
Flora  A.  Mason. 
Willis  M.  Mason. 
Ulysses  L.  Burns. 
Willie  E.  Knowles. 
Orville  R.  Kendall. 
Grace  E.  Colby. 
Ellie  J.  Dame. 
Geo.  J.  Hutchinson. 
Estelle  F.  Abbott. 
Fred  F:  Abbott. 
Daniel  Holland. 
Bertha  J.  Burtt. 


Names  of  those  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  one  term 


Arthur  G.  Burns. 
Charlie  K.  Stearns. 
Myrtie  Sargent.  • 
Fred  A.  Farwell. 
G.  Frank  Jewett. 
Arthur  W.  Merrill. 
Fred  C.  York. 
George  E.  Stanyan. 
Louis  F.  Spaulding.  Florence  G.  Hall 
John  B.  Wilkins.       Elmer  Burns. 
Gertie  L.  Wetherbee.Frank  Gordon. 
Alice  L.  Wheeler.     John  E.  Union. 
Willie  H.  W.  Hinds.  Nellie  Butler. 
Herbert  W.  Amsden.Lucy  Dow. 


Minnie  E.  Quinlan. 
Annie  B.  Towne. 
Minnie  D.  Lovejoy. 
L.  M.  Hutchinson. 
Walter  S.  Hyde. 
Katie  Burns. 
Ellen  J.  Holland. 
Maggie  Holland. 


Bridget  Holland. 
Willie  Hutchinson. 
Edward  Butler. 
John  Hollohan. 
Annie  Keeley. 
Cyrus  A.  Cummings. 
Timmie  Hollohan. 
Kate  Herley. 
Agnes  Herley. 
Dennis  Herley. 
Johnnie  A.  Fitch. 
Wilton  F.  Buckman. 
Laura  F.  Howard. 
Flora  B.  Pillsbury. 


Andrew  A.  Pillsbury.  Harry  E.  HutchinsonEddie  M.  Parker 
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Hattie  Bedell.  Fred  L.  Hutchinson 

Ada  M.  Richardson.  Willie  E.  Murphy 
Alice  H.  Searles.       Charlie  J,  Wilson 
Nettie  M.  Sargent.    Emma  P.  Murphy 
Gertie  M.  Burns.      Lizzie  B,  Patterson 
Fred  Jones.  Eva  J.  Stone 

Geo.  H.  Richardson.  Carrie  F.  Burnham 
Charlie  Sargent.       Cora  J.  Burnham 
William  J.  Nutting    Earnest  H  utchinson 
Annie  B.  HutchinsonW.  J.  Hutchinson 
Nellie  A.  Herlihy      Grace  A.  Smiley 
Mary  Herlihy  Josephine  Barnes 

Cornelius  Herlihy     Annie  S.  Clark 


Jemmy  Connell 
Maretta  Rideout 
George  Billings 
Eddie  H.  Hinds 
Edgar  A.  Talbot 
Newton  Holcombe 
Stella  Coffin 
Helen  M.  Fuller 
Etta  Foster 
Elwyn  W.  Heald 
Louis  H.  Heald 


Willis  Emerson 
Guy  M.  Lynch 
Maggie  Ryan 
Bertha  White 
Kitt  K.  Stimpson 
Eddie  W.  Hood 
Bessie  G.  Hatch 
Willie  I.  Chase 
Mary  A.  Adams 
Willie  A.  Bennett 
Percy  L.  Barker 


Geo.  W.  Batchelder 
Ada  Fretts 
Willie  Ames 
Louis  Stickney 
Mabel  G.  Burdick 
Lizzie  B.  Barnes  * 
Ada  E.  Crosby 
Mamie  E.  Gray 
Charlie  S.  Emerson 
Annie  Steele 
C.  Belle  Hamblett 
Charlie  Heald 
Johnny  Connell 
Maggie  F.  Broderick 
Emma  M,  Brown 
Ellen  E.  Cavanaugh 
Alberta  E.  Coffin 
Elmer  M.  French 
Sarah  F..  French 
Earnest  G.  Hatch 
George  H.  Head 
Fred  A.  Hutchinson 
Thos.  J.  Hutchinson 
Cora  E.  Pike 


14 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year's  account,  $313  36 

Cash  rec'd  from  Town  Treasurer,  5000  00 

g  "  "    Literary  Fund,  228  33 

"     "       "    Use  of  Land,  and  Tuition,    52  87 


#5594  56 


EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  Instruction,  $4634  9° 

"    "  Care  of  Houses,  126  00 

"    "  Fuel  and  preparing  same,  245  50 

"    "  Repairs  and  cleaning  houses,  126  10 

"    "  Supplies  for  schools,  94  02 

"    "  Printing,  24  88 

"    "  Rent  of  Whittemore  Hall,  66  00 


$5Zl1  4o 


SERVICES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
D.  S.  Burnham,  $125  00 

George  F.  Bartlett,  9°  00 

Addison  Heald,  35  00 

  $250  00 

Balance  on  hand,  2  7  16 


#5594  56 

Milford,  N.  H.,  Feb.  28,  1878. 

We  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  and  find  the  same 
correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

S.  C.  COBURN,  1  Audit0rs 
C.R.HOWARD,  \Au(llt^s- 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSE  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  1878-9. 


(For  same  length  of  schools  as  the  past  year.) 


For  Instruction, 

"  Fuel  and  preparing  same 

"  Care  of  School-Houses, 

"  Repairs, 

"  Supplies  for  schools, 

"  Rent, 

"  Printing, 

For  services  of  Board  of  Education, 


$4700  00 
240  00 
125  00 
100  00 
85  00 
60  00 
25  00 


1335  00 
250  00 


Total  estimate  of  cost, 

Balance  on  hand, 
Literary  Fund,  (estimated) 
Dog  Tax,  (now  on  hand) 
Tuition  etc.,  (estimated) 

Amount  necessary  to  meet  this  estimate. 


$5585  00 


$27  16 
226  00 
235  00 
50  00 


$538  16 
5046  84 


$5585  00 


We  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  schools  the  current  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  S.  BURNHAM,  >  Board 

GEO.  F.  BARTLETT,  \  of 

ADDISON  HEALD,  )  Education. 

Milford,  March  4,  1878. 
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TABULAR  VIEW  OF  SCHOOLS. 
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*Latin,  Greek,  French,  Geometry,  Natural  History,  Natural 
Philosophy,  Geology,  Botany,  Chemistry,  English  Literature, 
Physiology,  Book-Keeping,  Mental  Philosophy,  English  Com- 
position, Civil  Government. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

 OF  THE  

Milford  Free  Library. 

1878. 


ORGANIZATION 


CLINTON  S.  AVERILL,  ....  President. 
DEXTER  S.  BURNHAM,       .       Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

TRUSTEES, 

D.  S.  BURNHAM,  ) 

G-  WADLEIGH,        [  Term  expires  in  1878. 

W.  H.  W.  HINDS,  ) 


C.  S.  AVERILL,  ) 

ELI  S.  BURNS,      I  .       .        Term  expires  in  1879. 
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E.  C.  BATCHELDER,  } 
GEO.  F.  BARTLETT,  C 
S.  GUILD,  ) 


Term  expires  in  1880. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


 OF  THE  


Trustees  of  Milford  Free  Library. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Milford. 

The  Trustees  herewith  present  their  tenth  annual  report  of 
the  Free  Library  for  the  year  1877-78. 

The  Board  organized  by  electing  Clinton  S.  Averill,  Presi- 
dent, and  Dexter  S.  Burnham,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  , 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  an  appropriation  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  was  made  for  the  support  of  the  Library.  There 
has  been  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues  and  old  books, 
thirty  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents,  and  there  was  a  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  from  last  year's  account  of  thirty- 
four  dollars  and  six  cents,  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars  and  five  cents,  Of  this  amount  there  has 
been  appropriated  and  paid  for  current  expenses  of  the  Library 
$156.50,  for  periodicals  $29.15  ;  for  purchase  of  new  books 
$75.40;  leaving  a  balance  of  $3.99  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 
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The  additions  to  the  Library  have  been  fifteen  volumes  of 
periodicals,  received  in  numbers  and  bound  for  permanent 
use,  fifty-three  volumes  by  purchase,  thirty  bound,  and  five 
pamphlet  volumes  by  donation,  and  three  volumes  have  been 
purchased  to  replace  those  worn  out  by  use. 

The  number  of  volumes  rebound  has  been  large,  and  will 
undoubtedly  continue  to  be  large,  and  increase  rather  than 
diminish  with  the  continued  use  of  the  books. 

The  records  of  the  Library  show  increased  public  interest 
in  its  use.  Nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  persons  were  tak- 
ing out  books  in  January,  1878,  a  larger  number  of  readers 
than  in  any  previous  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Library, 
and  an  increase  of  seventy-two  over  last  year.  The  books  tak- 
en out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1878,  were  equal  to  one 
volume  11,812  times,  an  increase 'of  nine  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five for  the  year.  One  hundred  and  forty-four  cards  were 
surrendered  during  the  year.  These  surrenders  come  largely 
from  summer  visitors  who  very  generally  avail  themselves  of 
the  privileges  of  the  Library. 


Librarian  and  Library  Hours. 


The  Library  has  been  continued  in  charge  of  Mr.  Appleton 
M.  Hatch,  who  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  the  past  seven 
years,  efficiently  and  satisfactorily.  At  the  annual  examination, 
all  books  were  accounted  for  and  found  to  be  in  as  good  con- 
dition as  could  be  reasonably  expected. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year, 


2,536 


Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  during  the 
year,  (including  periodicals  /eceived  and 
bound,) 


68 


Number  of  volumes  added  by  donation, 


•  3° 


5 


Number  of  pamphlets  added  by  donation,  5 
Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  pres- 
ent time  2634 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1870,  equal 
to  one  volume  3,938  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1S71.  equal 
to  one  volume  7,124  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1872,  equal 
to  one  volume  11,144  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1873,  equal 
to  one  volume  9,207  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1874,  equal 
to  one  volume  9,807  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1875,  equal 
to  one  volume  13,518  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1876,  equal 
to  one  volume  14,517  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1877,  equal 
to  one  volume  10,837  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1878,  equal 
to  oue  volume  11,812  times. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1871,  492. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1872,  700. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1873,  750. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,   1874,  806. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,   1875,945  . 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,   1876,  956. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,   1877,  903. 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,   1878,  975. 
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CATALOGUE. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  attention  was  called  to  the  great 
need  of  a  new  catalogue.  The  same  need  exists  now.  As 
there  were  no  funds  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  publishing 
a  catalogue  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  Trustees  have  had 
no  means  at  their  command  with  which  to  prepare  and  pub- 
lish one.  The  old  catalogue  and  the  supplements  thereto  are 
pretty  nearly  exhausted.  No  supplementary  catalogue  -has 
been  printed  since  1873.  The  additions  since  that  date  have 
been  catalogued  in  manuscript  for  the  use  of  those  frequenting 
the  Library,  but  it  is  inconvenient  and  unsatisfactory  to  its  pat- 
rons. The  old  catalogues  with  the  various  supplements  should 
be  collated  and  a*new  catalogue  prepared  for  the  convenience 
of  all  who  use  the  Library. 

The  necessary  labor  of  preparing  the  manuscript  cata- 
logue for  publication,  it  is  believed,  could  be  obtained  as  a 
gratuity,  so  that  the  only  expense  would  be  the  cost  of  print- 
ing and  binding.  This  expense  would  eventually  be  returned 
by  sale  of  catalogues  and  fines  to  the  Library . 

In  view  of  the  pressing  demand  for  a  new  catalogue,  it  is 
recommended  that  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  be  made. 

DONATIONS. 

The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the 
publication  of  the  last  report : 

Hon.  S.  N.  Bell,  Manchester. 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  of  the  TJnited 
States  for  1875. 

1  bound  volume. 
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Miss  Edna  Kidder,  Milford. 
The  Life  of  Mira  Dana. 
The  Mexican  War. 

2  bound  volume. 

Miss  E.  A.  Livermore,  Milford. 
Sibley's  Harvard  Graduates  1642-1658. 

1  bound  volume. 

Mc  Millan  &  Co. 

Harry, — a  poem. 

i  pamphlet  volume. 

A.  E.  Pillsbury,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Report  of  Mass.  Board  of  Agriculture,  1876-77. 
Report  of  Rail  Road  Commissioners  of  Mass.,  1876. 
Report  of  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mass.,  1877, 
Census,  Mass.,  vol.  3,  1875. 

Hon.  Chas.  F.  Conant,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  for  1876. 

1  bound  volume. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Chickering,  Milford. 
Ballou's  Monthly  lor  1877. 

1  pamphlet  volume. 

Ehrick  &  Co.,  New  York  City. 
Eh  rick  Fashion  Quarterly. 

1  pamphlet  volumes. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Foster,  Milford. 
The  Milford^Enterprise,  1877. 

1  pamphlet  volume. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Mass.,  1875-76. 

5  bound  volumes. 

Patent  Office,  Washington  D.  C. 
Patent  Office  Report,  vol  12. 

1  pamphlet  volume. 

Hon.  John  W.  Simonds,  Franklin  N.  H. 
New  Hampshire  School  Report,  1876. 

1  bound  volume. 

Hon.  Bainbridge  Wadleigh,  Milford. 
Congressional  Record  for  1876. 
Index  to  the  same. 

Message  and  Documents,  War  Department,  1876. 
Message  and  Documents  of  Interior  Dep't  1875-76. 
Message  and  Documents  of  Dep't  of  State  1875-76. 
Message    and    Documents    of  Navy,    P.  M.  General  and 
Attorney  General.  18  bound  volumes. 

Master  Willie  Wallace. 
Northern  Regions.  1  bound  volume. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  their  tenth  annual  report  the  Trustees  are 
gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  public  interest  in  it  has 
not  only  continued,  but  increased  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
increased  number  of  readers.  Seven  years  ago  the  number  was 
492, — this  year  975,  having  nearly  doubled  in  that  time^  The 
two  years  during  which  the  Library  has  existed  have  satisfacto- 
rily proved  the  wisdom  of  its  establishment,  and  that  the  small 
yearly  expenditure  necessary  to  its  support  has  been  judicious- 
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]y  made.  For  several  years  after  its  establishment,  the  town 
annually  appropriated  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  its 
support,  which  amount  enabled  the  Trustees  to  pay  its  current 
running  expenses,  and  appropriate  from  two  to  three  hundred 
dollars  a  year  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Last  year  no  new 
books  were  added  by  purchase,  except  those  received  as  peri- 
odicals and  afterwards  bound.  This  year  seventy-five  dollars 
have  been  expended  for  new  books,  making  an  addition  of 
over  fifty  volumes.  The  Trustees  believe  that  an  institution  so 
generally  resorted  to  and  approved  as  a  means  of  educational 
culture  should  receive  such  support  from  the  town  as  will  ena- 
ble them  to  pay  its  current  expenses  and  make  some  additions 
of.  books  yearly  by  purchase. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  appropriation  of  three 
hundred  dollars  to  increase  the  Library  and  defray  the  neces- 
sary expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  S.  AVERILL,  For  the  Trustees. 
Milford,  March  12,  1878. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ot  the  Milford 
Free  Library : — 

The  following  report  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of 
the  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  for  the  year  1877-78  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

TREASURER  OF  MILFORD  FREE  LIBRARY 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  from  acc't  of  1876,  $34  06 

"  "  rec'd  of  Town  Treas'r  (app'tion)  200  00 
"    "       "      from  Fines,  26  57 

„       "       "     sale  of  Catalogues  and 

old  books,  4  41 —  $265  04 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  A.  M.  Hatch,  salary  1  year,  $120  00 
"  "  "  Wm.  Ulman,  binding  books,  30  80 
"    "    "    for  Periodicals  for  1878,  29  15 

"    "      "    Estes  &  Lauriat  for  books,         75  40 
"    "      "    Express,  Freight  and  Postage,      5  70 —  $261  05 


Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $3  99 

I  have  examined  the  foregoing  items  of  account,  and  find 
the  same  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

SPENCER  GUILD,  Auditor. 

Milford,  March  5,  1878. 


